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V 1.1

The Net of Indra was commissioned for Youth Orchestra Day February 28, 2010 
by the Los Angeles Youth Orchestra, the Pasadena Young Musicians Orchestra, the 
Verdugo Youth Orchestra, and the Olympia Youth Orchestra. The music reflects 
 the spirit of joyful collaboration of this special project that focuses attention on 
the importance of youth orchestras in our musical community. At its heart, a youth 
orchestra teaches that by contributing individuality and talent to something larger 
than ourselves, we can personally experience the sense of unity and inter-connectedness 
that is the essence of fine art. The image of Indra's Net, where every gem reflects and 
mirrors every other, fits the experence orchestra musicians have playing music as they 
watch and listen to the conductor, their section leader, and each other. The meditative 
quality of the simple melody and harmonies in this piece strive to this "letting go" 
and feeling of connectedness with each other.

The whole thing gears together like one big symphony, with everything unconsciously 
structuring everything else. And Schopenhauer concludes that it is as though our lives 
were the features of the one great dream of a single dreamer in which all the dream 
characters dream, too; so that everything links to everything else, moved by the one 
will to life which is the universal will in nature. It’s a magnificent idea – an idea that 
appears in India in the mythic image of the Net of Indra, which is a net of gems, where 
at every crossing of one thread over another there is a gem reflecting all the other 
reflective gems. Everything arises in mutual relation to everything else, so you can’t blame 
anybody for anything. It is even as though there were a single intention behind it all, 
which always makes some kind of sense, though none of us knows what the sense might be,
or has lived the life that he quite intended.

Joseph Campbell, The Power of Myth

The Net of Indra:
A Youth Orchestra Anthem
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NUMBER OF PARTS AND PLAYERS

The Net of Indra is written for an unlimited number of orchestral players. Woodwinds 
and brass staves are written two to a part, but these two parts may be split between any 
number of players. The horn, trumpet, and trombone parts at the end of the piece 
(beginning M. 136) may be more effective performed as solos. 

Percussion instruments may be doubled if there are sufficient number of players and 
instruments. The congas, especially, will work well with multiple players. If performed 
with a large number of musicians, the conductor should adjust dynamic markings to 
ensure a proper balance that allows the foreground melodies to be clearly heard.

Performance Notes
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For the Youth Orchestras in Greater Los Angeles 
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Russell Steinberg

THE NET OF INDRA: A Youth Orchestra Anthem
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