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Notes

My Sonata forViolin and Piano op. 1 is an unabashedly romantic work reflecting my
love for the music of Schumann, Brahms, and Rachmaninoff. Thg,opening motif D-
C#-F is a motto that generates most of its material. Perforimersghould be play in the
19th century virtuoso romantic style, with heartfelt pas§ion and lyricism, exploring a
wide range of dynamics and colors, with tasteful and.expzessive rubato.

The structure of the piece is quite simple. Overgangonvenitional sonata form, I
uperimpose an ascending chromatic scale between Giand D. So instead of the
conventional tonal structure of beginning and ending in G minor, harmonic tension
increases continually, moving upwards from Gminos# towards D minor, with inner
sections in A flat major, A minor, B flat, minor, B minor, C major, C sharp minor, and
ultimately D minor. It's a kind of silly plan, Yet because the sections flow continuosly
and the themes return as expected inya sonata, it's effective.

This work was my undergraduatgy'thesist, at UCLA, where I was already in a bit of
artistic crisis, torn between my leve fortemal music and what was really an
uncompromising requirementfromdthe contemporary new music world that I embrace
either East Coast serialism of West Coagt experimentalism. I chose composer Paul
Reale as my advisor because hehimself had blazed a path of "tonal rebellion" in his
own music inspired by one 0f¥us teachers, George Rochberg, a "reformed" serial
composer. That is all to saythat I'Was in a struggle for artistic legitimacy. I was proud
of this piece and paid a priceé¥for it. The only graduate school that accepted me was the
New England ConsefVateny. When I began studies there, composer Arthur Berger
looked at this piecgland wondered why I was accepted. I spent the next two years
learning and soméwhat mastering atonal composition.
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