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Notes

I composed these two psalm settings at different times: He Has Given Us ing the 2020
pandemic while nationwide protests were happening over the policgfmtisder of “George Floyd,
and Save Me, O God as music director for the Stephen Wise Schog g Ii 3.

He Has Given Us Light is set in Hebrew. Save Me, O God is set iniEng

the Judaic Sacred
iextual sources and to
ebrew, and second,

He Has Given Us Light is adapted from Psalm 118 and com
Music Foundation. My thanks to Steve Rothstein for advising
Hila Plitmann, first for providing an excellent phonetic trans
for her beautiful premiere performance.

"Light" is the emphasis of this song, but the light journ:
contrapuntal weaving, and an unexpected arrival in the

festive dance pulse, a hushed
illenia to an anthem of black

George Floyd protests.
Both voice and piano require special attention to ch

The piano part requires a sense of pulse and delicate res
not to obscure the singer.

ce with the clusters, but also care

Save Me, O God is an expressive piece ada Im 69. Shaping dynamics and color
are important especially in the vocal melismast@nd piano pedaling. Tempo may have some
freedom to create the best sense of ebb a )
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Va Ya-'ér Lanu
He Has Given Us Light

adapted from Psalm 118
(text in phoenetic Hebrew with English trans

Va ya'ér lanu. El, Adonai.
Va ya'ér lanu.

E'ven ma'asu habonim
hay tal' rosh Pina.
Meét Adonai, Haytazot;
Hi Niflat beEynéynu.

Isru chag baAvotim—
Ad karnoét, haMizbé'ach.

Va ya'ér lanu. El, Adonai.
Va ya'ér lanu.

He has gi ght. The Almighty is God.
He i s light.
Th ised by the builders
e cornerstone.
ated from the Almighty.

ous in our eyes.

Bind the festival boughs to the altar.

i
has given us light. The Almighty is God.
He has given us light.

Sae\ , O God
aﬁed from Psalm 69

Save me, O
For the wate
I sink in deeg

n unto my soul;
re there is no standing;
aters, where the floods overflow me.



commissioned by the Judaic Sacred Music Foundation

Va Ya-'eér Lant

(He Has Given Us L1
adapted from Psalm
Russell Steinberg
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In memory of Avi Gesundheit

Save Me, O God
adapted from Psalm 69

Moderato, breathing with glowing resonance
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