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NOTES

These songs speak of simple things: the magic of wind whistl
through empty glass bottles, an aged maid representing the hapye
of a simple bountiful life, a lullaby to ward off the great darlness, and
winter galloping on a stallion followed by snowy hosts. Jul ndek
sent me home one day with an extensive folder filled to
poetry of her belated friend Ray Underwood. Ray’s pog
my skin with their simple, elegant, Americana quality—and bengath all

that, a mighty darkness.This collection sets five of his pee
musical language that tries to tap into that sense of @d elegant
er.

American identity, with resonances of Copland and

FOR THE SINGER
Strive for a purity of tone and clear declamation, reserving vibrato only for

special expression of longer notes. Passages as the end of Do Not
Abandon Me My Angels mm. 55-74 may be sun n in a thin and pure
Renaissance manner.

FOR THE PIANIST

The use of pedal is critical to blur har d create a hazy resonance

in this music. Long areas where the pe to Pe held down are clearly
marked (for example, the openingyef Cl s Bottles). Other areas are
left to the performer's taste. For ins e peda should be held continually

in Clear Glass Bottles mm.53-60, b m. 61267, while also using a static
harmony, may need several pedal chan specially through mm.64-67, to

avoid sounding too muddy. Many e Lullaby also require experimentation
to acheive the proper "haziness" t becoming overly thick and muddy.

However,the collision from cr: s of tones should not be avoided, as it
is an essential sonic componen




POEMS BY RAY UNDERWOOD

CLEAR GLASS BOTTLES LULLABY D ABANDON ME MY ANGELS
Clear glass bottles Strings are running through you me My angels—
Stand along You're a button on a thread e your home

The window ledge And you traverse the nighttime

And so the song of wind will Through the stories of your head

Often whistle through Rhemes and rhemes of colored dreams

Or leave them empty. Vibrate from the Stl’ir‘lgs

Filled with just a pale blue Scents and songs and pictures

Or green of some faint shade Unborn lakes and secret streams.

Or late at night

Molasses made Goodnight, goodnight, my baby n blues and lovely lights

From dark and stars Pay attention while you fly, following my steps

Will fill these few For somewhere while you glide thelhight  wigh echoes like a joke,

Forgotten jars. Are the reasons that you cry. Skefching out across my eyes

And so | place my heart of glass Falling through the darkness, only beauty in one line

Upon this sill Like a red coal in a rage And guiding me into another song,
And right in line Burning, as you fall, Please stay

With clear glass bottles standing still Through paper page an And like the ages past

In shades of noon and evening time.
Sometimes a wind with whistling spin For every voice that's in t

When down my heart would twist
In agonizing groan

Will play this vessel There is one inside your head \S(og \INoclIJId s?apl)e it into music
From within. ) And God must hush them all with ubtle deep forlorn
Sometimes the moon will pour up to Before you rise from bed. And ride to heaven on

Its brim a brew That tide of tears.

Of silver-blue.

WHITE SHOES WINTER COMES

White shoes Winter comes a-riding

Long grass Comes a-riding

White house Like a ghost

Beveled glass Mounted on a stadi

White blouse Followed by a

Green trees Bring your flur

White parts Over all the to

Wobbly knees Over allamy drea

White hair When I'lo laying down

Strong chin Bring your Mes

Wooden chair To whispe

Beveled.grin All whites a ight's repentances

Sweet air All brighter flig rom fear.

Light wind Bring, y, ladies,
swordsmen's rapiers of glass,

Aged maid Bring i

Fruit pies The g off to Mass.

Gray braid Covi ops

Blue eyes Wit mond breast

Lemon oil A gtime sun

Habit grunts <,

Table toil er let me rest.

Help hunts

Pruned trees
Neighbor boy
Green knees
White wash
Money toy
Wrinkled josh
Giggled joy.

Joy farm

Farmed love

No harm

From above
Many peaches
Few tears
Hundred harvests
Hundred years.






for Juliana Gondek 1
I. Clear Glass Bottles

Poetry by Ray Underwood Music by Russell Steinberg
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